Lepista polygonarum (Laursen, Laursen eta!. (1976) include a good description and illustrations of this agaric species which is most characteristic as to morphology, habitat and distribution. Following the philosophy of Bigelow and Smith ( 1969) , the species was assigned to Clitocybe (Fr.) Staude. Harmaja (1978) subsequently reported that the verruculose spore wall of this fungus is (strongly) cyanophilic, indicating that the wall includes an outer myxosporium layer, and considered that the species should be transferred to Lepista (Fr.) W.G. Sm. He also reported small, weakly staining carminophilic/siderophilic granules in the young basidia of the species. The possible taxonomic relevance of the granules cannot be judged at present. Gulden (1983) stated that Clitocybe polygonarum -like Lepista polycephala Harmaja described from Finland (Harmaja 1976 )-are later synonyms of "Tricholoma multiforme Romell" (Romell 1911 ) . Accordingly, Gulden transferred T multiforme to Lepista and placed both C. polygonarum and L. polycephala in synonymy of "Lepista multiform is (Romell) Gulden" ('multiforme') . However, an examination of the cited paper ofRomell, dealing with macrofungi of Swedish Lapland, reveals that he did not publish a new species according to any edition of the Code of nomenclature, either purposely or unintentionally. The name concerned is instead a new combination Tricholoma multiforme (Schaeff.) Romell (basionym Agaricus multiformis Schaeff. 177 4: 9 [1762: pl. 14]). Romell (1911: footnote p. 3) writes HARMAJA: LEPISTA POLYGONARUMAND PRUNULUS KARSTENIA 42 (2002) in English that as the fungus "seems to agree tolerably in this respect with Romell 's fungus , growing along a railway in the subalpine Betula zone in northernmost Sweden, may be identical with Lepista polygon arum or it may belong to some closely related species . The fungi (or fungus) of Schaeffer and Cooke originate from temperate Europe and are paler than the northern fungi , and the gills are somewhat sinuate; I do not take any final position as to the identity of these southern taxa, except to exclude them from the concept of the northern species.
Lepista polycephala, described a few months later than Clitocybe polygonarum, is distinct from the latter: the pileus of the former is non-hygrophanous and paler brown, the lamellae are truly though shortly decurrent, the spore size and ornamentation display subtle differences, and the habitat ecology and distribution appear different.
For the time being, it would appear wisest to restrict the concept of Lepista polygonarum to fungi that grow in the arctic tundra of Alaska and Canada (Bathurst 1., Nunavut: Redhead 1989, as L. 'multiforme '). According to the original paper (Laursen & a!. 1976 ) the species was not observed in subalpine tundra of Alaska or neighbouring areas . This group of brown cespitose species is taxonomically difficult and apparently still comprises undescribed species . Differentlooking specimens have been collected almost throughout Finland: from the area of the oak (Quercus robur) to the northern boreal zone (but apparently not from subalpine or alpine conditions) . Esteve-Ravant6s & Villarreal (2000) suggest that Lepista rickenii Sing. would be the same species as 'Lepista multiforme ' of Gulden (and thus also synonymous with Clitocybe polygonarum and L. polycephala). However, to my judgement L. rickenii is morphologically distinct from L. polygonarum. Moreo er, the type locality of L. rickenii at the former Finnish-Russian border lies at the northern edge of the distribution area of the oak (Quercus robur) , i.e. in considerably warmer climatic conditions. Admittedly, however, the characters of L. poly cephala remind fairly much those of L. rickenii.
Besides Agaricus multiformis Schaeff. , a later homonym, A. multiformis Fr., has been described. As the latter was not used in the sanctioning publications of Fries, it is an illegitimate later homonym. The correct name and author citation of the latter fungus is Cortinarius multiformis Fr. 183 8 (Epicr. Syst. My col.) , [ unintentional] Redhead & al. (200 1) reported that molecular eYidence indicates that the genus Mycena (Pers. : Fr.) Roussel (Mycenaceae) is polyphyletic. For instance, the group of species around M pura (Pers. :Fr.) Kumm. would appear to deserve ageneric rank and the name Prunulus Gray 1821 was found to be the correct one for the segregate genus which these species constitute.
Of the species of this taxonomic group, M lammiensis Harmaja has not yet been combined with the generic name Prunulus Gray. Therefore, the new combination needed is made here. A photograph of fresh fruit bodies of P lammiensis and the characters differentiating it from its close relatives P pelianthinus (Fr. :Fr.) James E. Johnson, Vilgalys & Redhead and P rutilantiformis Murrill are given in Harmaja (1985 , as Mycena) .
Nordic Macromycetes (Hansen & Knudsen · 1992) treats both P pelianthinus and P lammiensis (under Mycena). Strangely enough, however, the first-named species, with a southern distribution and commonly associated with Fagus or Quercus, is said to have some deviating northern and/or occurrences associated with Alnus. Such occurrences fit better with the properties of P lammiensis and it would appear that they in fact represent that species.
